
WELCOME TO YEAR 6 



YEAR 6

Year 6 is a very busy year for your child: it is their final year at D’Eyncourt; 

they need to choose secondary schools; there are exciting visits (including a 

residential stay) and of course, SATs. 

SATs are standardised assessment tests administered by primary schools in 

England to children in Year 6 to check their educational progress. They are 

one marker used by the government, and parents/carers, of the quality of the 

education at a school.

We want to make sure that the process of the SATs is as easy and as smooth 

as possible for your child. We do not want any children to worry about the 

upcoming assessments and we are always here if you or your child have 

any concerns. 



YEAR 6

In Year 6 in May children will sit their KS2 SATs in:

• English Reading

• English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

• Maths



READING 

• The expectation is that children need to be reading to a high standard 

with the focus on understanding and analysis of the text.

• There is the need to show that children can read whole novels 

confidently and fluently, including reading aloud with intonation.

• Children need to:

- Explain and justify their opinions based on the text.

- Retrieve information from non-fiction/fiction.

- Understand complex vocabulary.

- Summarise main ideas, identify key details and use quotations.

- Evaluate how the author uses language and consider the impact on    

the reader.



HOW WILL MY CHILD BE TESTED?

English reading

1 hour (including reading time) testing: 

• Retrieval of information -who, what and when type of questions.

• Inference and deduction -why, how, use of language. Why is a particular word 

used and to understand its meaning in context.

• Opinion and reasoning - what do you think and why? Using the text to justify an 

answer.

• Reasoning on authorial choices e.g. How does the author create suspense?

There are usually three texts (a mixture of fiction, non fiction and poetry) getting 

increasingly more difficult. 

.



Retrieval - the 

answers are 

located in the 

text

This is a vocabulary question - looking at the meaning of a word



This type of question requires a longer answer 

using evidence from the text to support. We teach 

the children to make a point, add evidence and 

explain their reasons (PEE) 



WRITING/SPAG

There is no writing test but the children will be teacher assessed in their writing. 

There is though a ‘SPaG’ test, testing the children’s understanding of spelling, 

punctuation and grammar.

Within both writing and SPaG there are high expectations in all 3 areas:

• Grammatical understanding knowing the terms, identifying and using 

grammar correctly.

• Spelling - spelling most words accurately including the statutory words of 

Year 5 and 6.

• Independent writing - using correct grammar, punctuation and spelling with 

fluent, joined handwriting. Need to be writing in the correct style with a wide 

range of vocabulary, sentence structures and using a variety of organisational 

techniques.



HOW WILL MY CHILD BE TESTED?

English - Grammar and spelling (SPaG) 

Tested with SPaG tests.

Two tests: one for grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. 45 minutes (50 

marks)

Includes: identifying word classes or parts of a sentence like subordinate 

clauses or adverbials, checking the correct use of grammar such as 

apostrophes, synonyms, colons and semicolons and prepositions.

Spelling - Spelling rules and statutory word list -20 questions (20 marks)

.







These are typical spellings that could 

be asked during the spelling test. The 

word is read alone, then in a 

sentence, then read alone again. 

In our weekly spellings, we use a 

similar frame so when it comes to 

May, it won’t be a surprise!



WRITING - NO TEST 

• Teacher assessment only - not a separate test.

• This is the writing the children produce in their English lessons but also includes 

any writing across the curriculum so in History, Geography, RE and Science.

• There are ‘pupil can’ statements which children need to show they can do in their 

writing. The child’s writing is assessed to be either working towards the expected 

standard, working at the expected standard and working at greater depth.

• For some pupils working below the standard of key stage 2 but who are engaged in 

subject specific study, they will be assessed in writing using the pre-key stage 

standards. Our SENDCO will speak to any parents and carers of children who are 

working below the standard of the tests to explain the process to them.  



• These are the ‘pupil can’ statements which 

are used to assess the children’s writing. 

• Teachers have to show evidence that a 

pupil can do these in all (or most) of their 

writing. 







MATHS 

• The expectation is high and children need to have a secure 

understanding of the four rules of numbers. 

• The curriculum includes: multi-step calculations using fractions, 

finding ratio and scale factors, using algebraic thinking and all 

requires the accurate presentation of numbers and calculations.

• The tests assume a complete knowledge of all times tables facts up to 

12x12 and their inverse has been reached by the end of year 4.

• Emphasis on fluency (quick and efficient knowledge of maths facts) 

and reasoning (problem solving). 



HOW WILL MY CHILD BE TESTED?

Maths 

Arithmetic test 35/36 questions in 30 minutes.





Reasoning: 

Your child will sit two 40 minute 

tests with word problem -

‘reasoning’ based questions.

The marking procedure ensures the 

use of efficient methods. Marks are 

not given for inefficient methods.





SCIENCE - NO TEST 

• Teacher assessment only - not a separate test.

• Every two years a sample of schools are asked to take some tests-

we have been among the schools chosen in previous years.

• The results of these tests are not revealed to us but are used to gain a 

nationwide view of how science is being taught and assessed across 

the country.

• Science tests may be bought back in the future...



MARKING AND RESULTS 

• After the children have completed the papers, the tests are collected by the 

headteacher and securely stored until they are officially collected for independent 

marking. When the results are released, children are given scaled scores, rather 

than levels.

• You will be given your child’s raw score (the actual number of marks they get), 

alongside their scaled score and whether they have reached the expected 

standard or not. The scaled score ranges from 80- 120. 

• A scaled score of 80- 100 means the child is working towards the expected 

standard.

• A scaled score of 100+ means the child is working at the expected standard.

• A scaled score of 110+ means the children is working at a higher standard 

(Greater Depth) 



HOW CAN YOU HELP AT HOME?

• Listen to your child read regularly and ask them questions about what 

they have read.

• Make sure children complete their homework on time.

• Encourage children to use TTRS to practise times tables.

• Get to school on time in the morning. 

• Attendance - ensure your child is in school as much as possible so 

they don’t miss too much. 

• Communicate with us if there are any problems or worries that you or 

your child may have. 

• Booster sessions have started on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.

• Visit www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary (search BBC Bitesize KS2 SATs) 



HOW CAN YOU HELP AT HOME?

• Spelling and Handwriting

• The year 5/6 spelling list and spelling rules are available on our website 

but there are copies to take away with you. Children are learning these 

spellings and the spelling rules in school. However, you may find the 

resources useful for revision purposes.

• Handwriting is also important and is taught during lessons. However, 

children could also practise this at home to improve legibility and fluency. 

• Times tables.

• Children by year 6 need to be confident with their times tables and 

number facts. Practising these with your children and playing games 

involving times tables can increase speed and aid other areas of maths.



HOW CAN YOU HELP AT HOME?

• Revision guides

• Revision guides are available in shops to buy. If you wish to purchase 

any make sure they are up to date. 

• We will be selling some revision guides in school later this year. We will 

send out letters nearer the time if you are interested in purchasing any. 

• Visit D'Eyncourt Primary website www.deyncourtprimary.org

• See what your children are doing in their lessons and keep up to date 

with newsletters and on look on Class Dojo.


