Children are taught to read by breaking down words into
separate sounds or phonemes.
They are then taught how to blend these
sounds together to
read the whole word.
We use a phonic scheme called

The children have RWI for forty minutes five times a
week. They are split into ability groups and are taught
phonics and reading skills.

RWI Programme
Initial Sounds
Ditties – Set 1 Sounds
Green- Set 2 Sounds
Purple- Set 2 Sounds
Pink- Set 2 Sounds
Orange- Set 3 Sounds
Yellow- Set 3 Sounds
Blue- Set 3 Sounds
Grey- Set 3 Sounds

Every Year 1 child in the country has to take the phonic
screening check. This will be the tenth year. Week beginning
Monday 7th June 2021 is the week of the check.
The aim of the phonic check is to ensure all children are able
to read by the end of Year 1.
This phonic screen check only tests the
children’s ability to decode words.
As part of RWI, the children are
assessed every 6 to 8 weeks and move
groups if they are ready.

The check is very similar to our own RWI assessments.
Children will be asked to
sounds together e.g. c-oi-n.

and blend the

Asked to read 20 real words and 20 alien words with set 2 and
set 3 RWI sounds. The alien words have a little picture of an alien
by them.
Examples of words: thin, torn, cheek, strike, reaching.
Examples of alien words : veen, zale, bloy, splar.

ay ee igh ow oo oo
ar or air ir ou oy
ea, oi, a–e, i–e,
o–e, u-e, aw, are, ur, er, ow,
ai, oa, ew, ire, ear, ure, tion,
cious/ tious, e

ay (may I play?)
ee (what can you see?) igh (fly
high) ow (blow the snow) oo (poo
at the zoo) oo ( look at a book) ar
(start the car) or (shut the door)
air (that’s not fair) ir (whirl and
twirl) ou (shout it out)
oy (toy for a boy)

ea (cup of tea)
oi (spoil the boy) a-e (make a cake)
i-e (nice smile) o-e (phone home)
u-e (huge brute) aw (yawn at dawn)
are (care and share) ur (nurse with a purse)
er (a better letter) ow (brown cow)
ai ( snail in the rain) oa (goat in a boat)
ew (chew the stew) ire (fire !fire! )
ear (hear with your ear) ure (sure it’s pure)
tion (celebration) cious/tious (delicious/
scrumptious) e (he, me, we, she)

Extra support
Some children will receive
some 1:1 extra support to help
them reinforce the sounds they
are being taught in their
lessons. Little and often is best
just 5 minutes each evening
can make a huge difference.

The children will complete the check one at a time in a
quiet area of school.
Miss Murphy and Mrs Flannery will conduct all of the
screening checks with the children.
Takes around 3-10minutes to complete.

Phonics Results
Year

% our school
reached threshold

% national who
reached the
threshold

2012

70%

58%

2013

80%

69%

2014

80%

74%

2015

87%

77%

2016

91%

81%

2017

91%

81%

2018

93%

82%

2019

86%

82%

Over the last few years, children have needed
to score 32 out of 40 to pass. However, schools
will not be told until the week after the phonic
check what the required mark is to pass after all
the results have been submitted to the Local
Authority.
You will be given the results in with your
child’s report next July.
If your child does not reach the expected standard, they will
retake it in Year 2. Please don’t panic - we will support those
children who need some extra practise.

Remember phonics is not the only way you become a good reader. Continue to read with
your child each night and encourage them to sound out words they are struggling with.
Re-read a sentence to check it makes sense and use pictures for clues.
Sound bingo using set 2 and set 3 sounds.
Ask your child questions about what they have read.
Practise set 2 and 3 sounds. Find me ar, are, ur and then ask your
child to say a sound and you point to it ( get some wrong)
Complete homework sheets which will be sent home every week. They have 40 words
with set 2 and set 3 sounds in them ( real and alien words)
Draw an alien and give it a made up alien name using a set 2 or 3 sound. Ask your child to
read it. Give children a sound e.g. air and ask them to make a name up for their alien.
Enjoy reading !

www.ictgames.co.uk: lots of fun games for maths

and literacy.

www.phonicsplay.co.uk: website requires a

subscription but also has lots of free games.

www.crickweb.co.uk: lots of games.

www.bbc.co.uk/education: variety of games for

maths, phonics and literacy.
www.twinkl.co.uk
www.youtube.com
www.ruthmiskin.com: videos for parents.

Checks will take place in the mornings from
Monday through to Thursday.

Early bed.
School on time.
Good breakfast.

